
Name _______________________________   Due the first day of school! 

Goal: this is an introduction to our study of the executive branch of the federal government. These articles are meant to 
provide you with exposure to elections that have been controversial. The expectation is not for you to understand the 
presidential election process, but to be introduced to the idea that this can be a messy process.  

A. Before you read.    We have all been in situations where we have been taken by surprise with the outcome. In the situation it 
looked like the result was going to be one way and it turned out to go the other way. Or, we have been in situations where we 
wanted to win so badly, we did whatever it took to win. Describe a time when you did not expect the outcome of an event or 
describe a time when you did whatever it took to get what you wanted even if it meant behaving badly. If you need more room 
for any of these questions, feel free to add a page. You may also type your answers if that is better for you. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. While you read.     Read the two articles and as you read, highlight words you don’t know. Put a happy face next to lines you 
like (well explained, funny, helped your understanding). Put a frowning face next to lines you didn’t like (struggle with, disagree 
with, or dislike the content). Put a question mark next to lines or paragraphs that you might have a question about or feel you 
need more of an explanation to understand. 

Questions to answer in your own words about “The election of 1828 was one of the nastiest campaigns in U.S. history”: 

1. Describe John Quincy Adams 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Describe Andrew Jackson 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How was John Quincy Adams attacked by Andrew Jackson? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



4. How was Andrew Jackson attacked by John Quincy Adams? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions to answer in your own words for “How the 2000 election came down to a Supreme Court decision.” The confusing 
Electoral vote is discussed in this article. We will cover this in-depth in class. A little start can be found at PBS: 
https://ksps.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/electoral-college-explainer-video/wviz-politics-on-point/ 

1. Describe what you understand about the number of votes in the state of Florida in the presidential election of 2000.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Explain what was wrong with the ballots used in the Florida election. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe what you understand about what the Supreme Court ruled regarding the Florida vote. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C. After you have read the two articles.      Now that you have read two articles about past presidential elections, pretend that 
you are the campaign advisor to your friend who is running for president. In the space below give your friend some advice 
about running for office. Support your advice with evidence from these two elections you have read about. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://ksps.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/electoral-college-explainer-video/wviz-politics-on-point/














8th Grade Honors Humanities Summer Assignment 

Part 1: Choose a Graphic Novel 

You will start your summer assignment by choosing one of the following graphic novels to read: 

March by John Lewis 

They Called Us Enemy by George Takei 

Both graphic novels offer a powerful look at significant moments in American history through the eyes of 
individuals who experienced them. Select the one that interests you the most. You can borrow a copy from 
Ms. Gruis in room 023C, the public library, or buy your own. 

 

Part 2: Define Heroism and Its Relation to Your Chosen Graphic Novel 

After reading your chosen graphic novel, you will write a 3-paragraph essay addressing the following prompt: 

“Define heroism and explain how it is portrayed in your chosen graphic novel. Use specific 
examples from the text to support your analysis.” 

 

Instructions for Your Short Essay: 

1. Paragraph 1: Define heroism in your own words. What characteristics and actions do you think 
make someone a hero? 

2. Paragraph 2: Describe how heroism is depicted in your chosen graphic novel. Who are the heroes 
in the story, and what actions or qualities make them heroic? 

3. Paragraph 3: Reflect on how the portrayal of heroism in the graphic novel impacts your 
understanding of what it means to be a hero. How does the historical context of the story influence 
this portrayal? 

Make sure your essay is well-organized, uses specific examples from the graphic novel, and clearly explains 
your ideas. 

 

Part 3: Annotated Bibliography 

The final part of your assignment is to identify a historical topic related to your chosen graphic novel and 
create an annotated bibliography with three sources in Chicago style. Follow these steps: 

1. Identify a Historical Topic: 

 If you read March, you might choose a topic such as the Civil Rights Movement, the Freedom 
Riders, or the Selma to Montgomery marches. 

 If you read, They Called Us Enemy, you might choose a topic such as Japanese American 
internment during World War II, Executive Order 9066, or the experiences of Japanese 
Americans in internment camps. 

2. Research and Find Sources: 

 Locate three credible sources that provide information about your chosen historical topic. 
These can include books, academic articles, reputable websites, and primary source 
documents. 



3. Create an Annotated Bibliography: 

 List your three sources in Chicago style. 
 For each source, provide a brief annotation (2-3 sentences) summarizing the content of the 

source and explaining how it relates to your chosen historical topic. 

 

Example of an Annotated Bibliography Entry in Chicago Style: 

Author Last Name, First Name. *Title of the Book: Subtitle of the Book*. Place of Publication: Publisher, 
Year of Publication.   

Annotation: This book provides an in-depth look at the Freedom Riders and their impact on the Civil Rights 
Movement. It includes personal accounts and historical analysis that help understand the broader context of 
the events described in "March." 

 

Formatting and Submission 

Essay Format 

 typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font 
 Include your name, date, and class in the top left corner of the first page 
 Title your essay: "Heroism in [Title of Your Chosen Graphic Novel]" 

Annotated Bibliography Format 

 Typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font 
 1-inch margins 
 List sources in alphabetical order 
 Use proper Chicago style citation for each source 

 

Submit your completed assignment by the end of the first day of school to  

Mrs. Gruis or Mr. Hollen 

Good luck with your summer assignment! Enjoy your reading and exploration of these important 
historical topics. 

 

Standards Addressed: 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.3 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.6 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.9-10.2 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.7 

  

Rationale: 
To see where our students are in their ability to read, 
comprehend, and respond to a prompt with evidence, whilst 
showing the significant interdisciplinary connections between 
literature and historical events. 
To be able to show the instructors how the students analyze 
historical research and summarize.  
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